
Appendix 1.4: Key terms 

Monitoring, Control and Surveillance1 

a) Monitoring includes the collection, measurement and analysis of fishing activity including, but not 
limited to: catch, species composition, fishing effort, bycatch, discards, area of operations, etc. This 
information is primary data that fisheries managers use to arrive at management decisions. If this 
information is unavailable, inaccurate or incomplete, managers will be handicapped in developing and 
implementing management measures. 
 
b) Control involves the specification of the terms and conditions under which resources can be harvested. 
These specifications are normally contained in national fisheries legislation and other arrangements that 
might be nationally, subregionally, or regionally agreed. The legislation provides the basis for which 
fisheries management arrangements, via MCS, are implemented. For maximum effect, framework 
legislation should clearly state the management measures being implemented and define the requirements 
and prohibitions that will be enforced. 
 
c) Surveillance involves the regulation and supervision of fishing activity to ensure that national 
legislation and terms, conditions of access, and management measures are observed. This activity is 
critical to ensure that resources are not over exploited, poaching is minimized and management 
arrangements are implemented. 

 

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing2 

Illegal fishing refers to activities: 

- conducted by national or foreign vessels in waters under the jurisdiction of a State, without the 
permission of that State, or in contravention of its laws and regulations;  
 

- conducted by vessels flying the flag of States that are parties to a relevant regional fisheries 
management organization but operate in contravention of the conservation and management 
measures adopted by that organization and by which the States are bound, or relevant provisions 
of the applicable international law; or 
 

- in violation of national laws or international obligations, including those undertaken by 
cooperating States to a relevant regional fisheries management organization. 

Unreported fishing refers to fishing activities: 

- which have not been reported, or have been misreported, to the relevant national authority, in 
contravention of national laws and regulations; or  
 

- undertaken in the area of competence of a relevant regional fisheries management organization 
which have not been reported or have been misreported, in contravention of the reporting 
procedures of that organization. 

Unregulated fishing refers to fishing activities: 

- in the area of application of a relevant regional fisheries management organization that are 
conducted by vessels without nationality, or by those flying the flag of a State not party to that 
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organization, or by a fishing entity, in a manner that is not consistent with or contravenes the 
conservation and management measures of that organization; or  
 

- in areas or for fish stocks in relation to which there are no applicable conservation or management 
measures and where such fishing activities are conducted in a manner inconsistent with State 
responsibilities for the conservation of living marine resources under international law.  

 

 

 


