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Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you, your government and the people of Palau for the very warm welcome and generous hospitality that has been accorded to myself and my delegation since our arrival on your beautiful shores. It is always a pleasure for us to visit Palau to renew the strong bonds of family, friendship and history that bind our Nations together. 
I commend you President Toribiong for your initiative in convening this high level meeting of leaders .The PNA can be also proud of the contributions we have made to the effective management and conservation of the Western and Central Pacific tuna fisheries. We have been innovative in many ways and resolute in many of our actions and we have accordingly won the attention, respect and cooperation of other coastal states and even of our distant water fishing partners as well. 
Mr. Chairman, I congratulate you on the recent Palau National Tuna Fisheries Symposium that was held earlier this week.
Mr. Chairman and colleagues, the concept of a tuna cartel has been around for some time now in the region and it is a highly complex issue. The complexities that come with this idea are many and one that warrants careful and serious thought and therefore we must be prudent in our work and cautious in our approach.
As we commit ourselves to joint efforts to increase the economic value and derive greater benefits from the tuna resources, we must take stock of these considerations and craft the course in a way that will best fit our individual national context. Similarly, as your partner, we assure each of you our respect for your individual sovereign rights and of your aspirations and capabilities based upon your own system of governance and situation. These are fundamental principles in which to consider the options that would achieve our intended objectives. 
My government recognizes the importance of the PNA as a collective group and we support the continuing solidarity and effectiveness of the PNA as a key fisheries relationship and arrangement through which to further our national and group efforts to maximize the economic returns from our tuna fisheries resources. 

In the broader context, I join you in reaffirming my government’s unequivocal support and unity with the Forum Fisheries Agency as the principal policy platform from which we defend our fisheries management interests and to provide us with the regionally coordinated policy and technical support for our economic development efforts. As members of PNA and FFA together, we will strive to uphold the effectiveness of the WCPFC as the regional fisheries management body while ensuring that the international community also recognizes and embraces our development aspirations as small island developing states.

I congratulate us for the monumental achievement in establishing the PNA Office in Majuro from which commercial activities will be developed and pursued that will bring greater economic benefits to the PNA either individually or collectively. I thank the Governments of Marshall Islands and Papua New Guinea for their support in this respect. I would encourage the PNA Office to work quickly and responsibly in developing commercial programs and implementing them from which it will draw its main source of revenue to sustain the office well into the future. I thank the officials that have deliberated over these important issues this week.
In closing, I want thank our host for this opportunity to engage with you on these important issues and my best wishes for a successful outcome of our meeting. 
Thank you.

