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H.E BERETITENTI ANOTE TONG’S STATEMENT
(PNA Presidential Summit, Koror, Palau, Thursday 25 February 2010)
Mr. Chairman and our host, President Johnson Toribiong;

Excellencies;
Ministers;

Local dignitaries;

The Director of the PNA Office;

Distinguished participants;
Ladies and gentlemen

Kam na bane ni mauri!
I’m honoured to join this distinguished gathering of Leaders representing the Parties to the Nauru Agreement to the first PNA Presidential Summit.

Before I begin let me extend my warmest congratulations to you, Mr. Chairman, for the initiative in convening this meeting. I would also like to convey my profound thanks to your Government and the people of Palau for the kind courtesies and generous hospitality extended to us since our arrival in this beautiful country.

Our presence here today reflects the vital importance that our respective countries accord to our tuna resources. It offers our respective countries a major opportunity to grow our economies. For some of us it offers the only real prospect of achieving sustainable economic self reliance and the opportunity to reduce our heavy dependence on foreign assistance.

Mr. Chairman,

It is timely that we meet today at this level to discuss the prospects that our tuna resources holds for us. I want to commend the work of our Fisheries Ministers who in October last year adopted the Bikenibeu Declaration that expressed our aspirations to maximize the returns from our tuna resources through the adoption of further conservation and management measures. I am particularly pleased to note the establishment of the PNA Office in Majuro at the beginning of last month. This was a significant first step and a tangible expression of our collective resolve to pursue that objective vigorously.
Ever since the first access agreements were concluded in 1978 with the coming into force of UNCLOS, we as the major resource owners, have depended heavily on our distant water fishing partners to harvest and add value to tuna extracted from our waters. Although the total estimated landed value of tuna caught in our waters is some $4 billion we as resource owners derive an insignificant 5% of that value. I believe that we should take this opportunity to redefine the structure of our relationship with the fishing industry to better reflect the fact of our ownership. 
I think it is fair comment that what the PNA Office is doing now is something that our regional body, the Forum Fisheries Agency, could have promoted much earlier. We, in Kiribati, have always strongly advocated increased domestication of the industry and a progressive decline in reliance on revenue from access fees. 
I note that some of our colleagues such as Papua New Guinea have taken major strides to promote on-shore processing capabilities in partnership with industry players. That is indeed commendable. What Papua New Guinea is doing is what we all aspire to do. While that may be so I am conscious that we face different constraints which do not make it easy to achieve such developments. In this connection, there may be scope for the rationalization of the fishing industry within our region. Such rationalization must result in meaningful participation in the different stages of the processing industry for all stakeholders and consequently improved returns for our people.  
In spite of the constraints we face I believe that we should explore and can agree on formulations that will increase our returns and ultimately benefit our peoples. The options are there, we only need to agree on the finer details of how we can work collectively as a unit. The objective should be to complement each others’ strengths and weaknesses rather than be divided.
Mr. Chairman,

This meeting has the makings of an historic event in how we, as the major resource owners of the last viable tuna fisheries in the world, can sustainably manage the resource for the benefit of our peoples. I believe that the key elements needed for this to happen are:

· Firstly, we need to exert greater control over our resource. This will require greater cooperation in how we manage our waters including the pockets of high seas that exist between us;

· Secondly, we need to ensure the sustainability of the tuna resources in our waters. Failure to do so would be detrimental to our collective efforts;

· Thirdly, the structure of our relationship with our partners must change. We cannot continue with licensing arrangements forever. Our partners must recognize our aspirations to maximize our benefits from the resource and we invite them to enter into new arrangements with us that will allow that to happen. If there is need to provide our partners with an incentive to cooperate, consideration could be given to implementing, for example, a condition that we be given the first right to add value to tuna caught in our waters; and

· Finally, but perhaps more importantly we need to collaborate as a cohesive unit that promotes our collective interests.

For the record, Kiribati strongly endorses the efforts we are now taking to sustainably harvest our tuna resources so it is there to serve our future generations. We would like to see these efforts result in, among other things, higher returns from the tuna fisheries, increased participation in the fishing industry at all levels and a concerted drive to effectively manage fishing capacity issues by our partners so as to reinforce our own national efforts. 
Mr. Chairman,

I recognize that the challenges we face as we embark on this new path are many and difficult. Both external and internal forces may work to test our common resolve. But while the challenges may be many and difficult they are not insurmountable. Our gathering here in Palau is testimony to our shared conviction that together we can and must grasp this opportunity and deliver on our people’s demand for the sustainable management of their resource and that that resource yield improved returns for them.
Our meeting today also provides a clear mandate for the PNA Secretariat to get on with the task ahead with our unqualified support.

As Parties to the Nauru Agreement we have always had a proud tradition of being the driving force behind much of the initiatives aimed at enhancing the conservation and management of fisheries in our region. Let us continue that tradition as we endeavour to further conserve our tuna resources and drive a better deal for the people we serve.

Mr. Chairman,

In conclusion, let me once again commend your insight on this initiative and thank you and, through you, your Government and people for the warm hospitality during our stay in your beautiful country. 

