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Your Excellencies, Presidents, Prime Ministers, Honorable Ministers, Secretaries, Officials of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement, Director of the PNA Secretariat, Dr. Transform Aqorau and PNA office staff, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.  
 

At the outset, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Your Excellency President Johnson Toribiong, for the successful gathering of this first PNA Presidential Summit. Furthermore, I would like to convey my President’s personal apologies for his absence at this momentous and auspicious occasion as he undertakes urgent medical examinations in Honolulu.  In that regard, Your Excellencies, I wish to seek your indulgence at this time as I formally deliver a statement on behalf of my President, His Excellency President Jurelang Zedkaia, of the Republic of the Marshall Islands.  
 

PNA Presidents, Prime Ministers, Ministers, Secretaries, officials, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:
 

Your Excellency, President Johnson Toribiong, I wish to thank you for your thoughtful insight on the aspirations of Small Islands Developing States to pursue the sustainability of the tuna stocks as we continue to seek the optimal economic benefit for the Pacific Island Countries.  In that regard, the RMI congratulates you and your officials for the effort and the excellent arrangement in convening this 1st historic PNA Presidential Summit here in the Republic of Palau.
 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I wish to reaffirm commitment of the Republic of the Marshall Islands to the monumental process by which we are embarking. We are deeply humbled to host your PNA Secretariat, which is now operational and functional, and staffed with highly regarded personnel from our region.  As a result of the Bikenebeu Declaration in October of last year which led to the decision of the Parties, the RMI committed significant financial and technical means to secure and develop​​​ the PNA Secretariat as further testament to our commitment to the PNA initiative. We continue to offer an environment conducive to success to ensure the utmost comfort and productivity of the staff as we look forward to the official opening of the office in April at the Annual Meeting of the Parties in Majuro.
At present, it should be noted that having recently just established an office to coordinate our goals collectively, the Region, and certainly the World, are watching us in our effort to collectively and collaboratively pursue innovative means for optimum benefit from our resources. The concept of a PNA body, with principles similar to OPEC, is indeed, now a reality for our collective pursuit, serving our interests, through the PNA office. It is truly remarkable that we now head towards changes for our own individual and collective gains with regards to conservation and economic benefits from our tuna resource.  
 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The recent actions of PNA nations has attracted the international spotlight.  
As you may be aware, this year, the UN General Assembly is reviewing the 1995 Fish Stocks implementing agreement, dealing with highly migratory species - particularly tuna, during meetings in March and June.  During the opening of the General Assembly this September, the UN is also undertaking a High Level review of the Mauritius Strategy – the primary, global sustainable development strategies for small island states.  The UN agreements already have many of the political commitments in place, to assist islands in benefiting from and controlling their fisheries resources, and to ensure the WCPFC adopts responsible and sustainable measures in accordance with science and consistent with coastal state actions – but there is not yet a firm UN roadmap to turn these political goals into realities.  Difficult questions must be raised, and firm commitments must be negotiated with our partners.  The UN also provides a powerful platform for the PNA to reinforce its positions, and also to put distant fishing nations on the spot in front of a larger international audience, as we turn policies into action. 
In 2009, the PNA made their first joint statement before the United Nations informal consultations on the Fish Stocks Agreement, delivered by the UN Ambassador of Papua New Guinea.  We encourage the PNA to build on this progress, and come together as a joint negotiating force during this year’s UN reviews of the Fish Stocks Agreement and the Mauritius Strategy.  I highly encourage the direct participation of the PNA Secretariat at this year's Fish Stocks Agreement meetings and as host of the PNA Secretariat, I am offering the services of our RMI UN Mission, in collaboration with the PNA Secretariat, in coordinating with other PNA States to organize a joint negotiating effort at the UN, and to network with a broader coalition of small island states.  It is a collective PNA effort we should also seek to take forward to the FAO’s Committee  on Fisheries.
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The RMI is excited that the aspirations of PNA members are starting to move forward with positive benefits to be realized for our people in the near future.  The regional tuna cartel concept was also advocated by the late President Amata Kabua, the founding father of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, who prompted our Leaders to call on the Forum Fisheries Committee (FFC) at the 26th and the 27th Forum Meetings, to continue with development of comprehensive arrangements for the sustainable management of the region’s fisheries on geographical range of the stocks, including the high seas.  

Having said that, the RMI remains committed and believes that the PNA members can invoke changes in the regional tuna fishery, for economic independence including access revenue, onshore development facilities supporting the tuna fishery, processing and canning, employment opportunities, as well as sustaining the tuna resources for long term development objectives and opportunities.  With a $4 Billion valued resources from our region, we must set our goals and objectives to gain complete control of OUR fishery.  We must render all support to our PNA Secretariat, our Ministers and our Officials and task them to develop innovative means to achieving that goal. 
I have been informed that there are immediate measures in place, which can be implemented by the PNA to cater for their respective aspirations, whether it is the increase in access revenue or onshore development, to name a few. The RMI maintains its commitment to the regional Vessel Day Scheme and we view the PNA office as an additional investment to the overall innovative schemes and initiatives undertaken by the Parties.  As vulnerable island States, isolated and geographically scattered throughout the Pacific, our future depends on our ongoing cooperation through our collective strength as Parties to the Nauru Agreement. 
Once again, I thank Your Excellency, President Toribiong, your government and the people of the Republic of Palau for the kind hospitality extended to me and members of my small delegation.
Komol tata! Mesulang!
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