Statement by His Excellency Marcus Stephen, President of the Republic of Nauru
1st Parties to the Nauru Agreement Presidential Summit

Mr President, let me join my fellow leaders on behalf of my delegation, to express our sincere congratulations, gratitude and appreciation to you, Your Excellency President Johnson Toribiong for hosting the First Leaders’ Summit of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement.  I would also like to thank the people of Palau for the warm hospitality and welcome we have received since our arrival. My delegation also took the opportunity to enjoy your beautiful island and also visited areas of common interest such as milkfish farming, ROC Technical Mission and meeting with prominent business people to learn the secret of Palau’s success in the private sector.
I was fortunate and still remember vividly our meeting in September 2009 within the margins of the United Nations General Assembly in New York when Your Excellency invited PNA Leaders for a luncheon to discuss the possibility of establishing, in general, an OPEC type fisheries arrangement for the PNA.  Mr President I’m very grateful and impressed that you have honoured your word by expeditiously making this a reality.   I would like to convey my congratulations for your vision to make this meeting possible and I am sure that all PNA leaders are proud to be here to make another historic milestone that would eventually improve the quality of lives of our peoples.

Excellencies and Honourable Ministers, twenty–eight years ago Nauru had the privilege to host an august gathering of like-minded countries that saw the need to establish the Nauru Agreement Concerning Cooperation in the Management of Fisheries of Common Interest, now commonly known as the PNA.  We are very proud of this agreement.  We see it as a shining example of cooperation among Small Islands States with a common aim of securing economic benefits, in a sustainable manner of our shared tuna resources for the betterment of the lives of our people.  We are very happy to see that this link is stronger today as it was back in 1982.
The PNA has continued to be at the forefront of regional initiatives relating to the management of the tuna resources in our collective jurisdictions.  Initiatives such as the “implementing arrangements”, the “minimum terms and conditions”, the “Palau Arrangement”, the “FSM Arrangement”, laid the foundations to where we are today.  
The next logical step from that foundation was concluded in Kiribati - October 2009 through the “Bikenibeu Declaration” where Parties agreed to establish the PNA Office in Majuro.  As we all know the PNA Office opened its doors on 1st January this year and I would like to thank the Government and the people of the Republic of Marshall Islands for graciously offering to host our modest secretariat.  On the same token, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank also the Government of Papua New Guinea for its generous financial contribution towards the establishment of the PNA Office.
I am very confident that our secretariat knows the important task at hand, and I know first hand that we have a very capable and passionate secretariat.  I urge our officials and secretariat to seriously expedite progress on the concept and direction that we are to embark on.
Nauru welcomes with excitement and renewed optimism, this important step towards the realisation of a dream by PNA countries back in 1982 where they saw that one day; the PNA would collectively control the tuna resources and thus realising greater economic self sufficiency.
At this juncture I would also like to acknowledge the enormous assistance that had been rendered by the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) since the inception of the PNA.  Our decision to set up a separate PNA Office should not be seen to diminish our respective and collective obligations and commitment(s) to the FFA as members of the FFA. FFA has done a lot for us, and FFA has a strong and ongoing role to play in broader Pacific Island fisheries policy and development support. However, the PNA is now focussed on developing its commercial aspirations, an area where the FFA framework is simply unable to accommodate. 
Leveraging greater economic benefits from tuna resources of the PNA is still as important as ever.  We have learned a lot more since 1982 and we can no longer agree and be satisfied with current access arrangements.  The PNA must now work together to explore and expand our involvement in all aspects of the tuna industry.

The PNA has reached yet another turning point where we now seek to cooperate with genuine development partners, be it historical ones or new ones, but with partners who recognise our collective needs and aspirations.  Development partners must be willing to cater for our needs as well as their own while promoting mutually beneficial relationships.
In conclusion, Nauru fully supports the progress that the PNA has achieved to date and would like to further reiterate the importance of increasing our control over our resources for the benefit of our people. 
We look forward to continually working with Parties in refining and designing measures that will ensure sustainability of our common tuna resources.
Thank you.
