Papua New Guinea Ministerial Statement by Hon. Ben Semri, Minister for Fisheries on behalf of the Prime Minister Grand Chief Sir. Michael Somare, Koror, Republic of Palau 25 February 2010
Excellencies, Presidents, Prime Ministers, ministers, local dignitaries, delegation members of PNA, members of the diplomatic corp, officials and friends.

Let me first of all thank the government of the Republic of Palau for initiating and hosting this historic 1st PNA President Summit. I wish to extend my delegations gratitude to your administration and officials for the excellent hospitality accorded to us.

I find myself privileged to be back to this beautiful island of Palau to be part of this historic occasion on behalf of Prime Minister Grand Chief Sir. Michael Somare.  The Prime Minister conveys his sincere apologies for not being here today with us due to prior commitments. He however confers his blessings over this inaugural PNA presidential summit and wishes colleague Leaders every success on the outcome of this Summit. 
Honourable Leaders, I wish to make it very clear at the outset that the government of PNG has and will continue to support the development aspirations of the parties to the Nauru agreement (PNA).
I am aware that our PNA officials with support from our PNA Office Staff, headed by Executive Director Dr. Transform Aqorau worked tirelessly over the past days in the deliberations of exciting new initiatives for PNA. I wish to thank you for your hard work.

In noting that whilst we may have a number of initiatives and options on how we would all like to derive maximum economic returns from our marine resources, PNG strongly feels that our success in this endeavours lies in how best we can all combine our strengths, compliment our weaknesses, foster strategic partnerships & alliances, create economies of scale and enhance our competitiveness as a group. Unless we do this, in all honesty PNG strongly feels that we will not be able to successfully embark on ambitious pursuits such as a cartel type model or other similar arrangements. It is however a question of how well are we prepared to work together to creating an enabling environment for ourselves and as a block in the region.
With this firmly in mind, PNG demonstrated commitment by providing the initial funding of US$1 million including other ongoing support for the establishment and operations of the PNA office. In addition, PNG has and will draw on available expertise and resources to bolster PNA office capacity to move forward with confidence in addressing the challenges before us and capitalise on available opportunities. Honourable Leaders, The global economy has drastically been restructured by the recent global economic crisis, hence impacting on global trade and how we do business.  We therefore can no longer afford to sit back and let the world pass us by. 

We however feel confident that we now have a platform – the PNA office which will assist parties not only to address economic challenges, but more so to position PNA as a key player in the lucrative global tuna trade.
In this connection, I cannot emphasis enough here that no one country can do it alone. It is in this respect that as a bigger player, PNG will give its best efforts to contribute towards creating economies of scale with the underlying aim to make PNA region competitive against other regions. As you are well aware PNG is building a regional tuna processing hub called the Pacific Marine Industrial Zone (PMIZ). We continue to call on our PNA friends to join hands with us to develop such impact or strategic fisheries development projects in the region. PNG firmly believe that without such or similar private sector driven projects we cannot drive commercial initiatives that would have the potential to influence global tuna trade. And this is what I believe we all want, control over the lucrative tuna resources for the benefit of the parties. 
The recent establishment of the PNA office is a milestone achievement in itself. But the road to maximising economic returns and being in control of our economic destiny will no doubt be a long and rocky road that will demand commitment, cooperation and strong political will by all PNA members. Whilst congratulating our PNA officials on the achievements to date, I wish to challenge the PNA office and our officials to work at enhancing existing arrangements like the Vessel Days Scheme, the US multilateral treaty and others so that our capacities can be strengthened to confidently embark on PNA commercial initiatives.  
Honourable Leaders, in support of the PNA office and the PNA initiatives, I am glad to announce on behalf of the government of PNG a further commitment of US$600,000 to the PNA Office for 2010. This is on top of the initial US$1m provided initially for the establishment of the PNA office. I would like to call on all PNA governments to make serious financial commitments from their national budgets towards the operations of our PNA office. We have waited for 28 years to realise the dream of charting a new economic destiny for PNA and it is now incumbent upon us to nurture and fully support the PNA office in its endeavour to achieve credibility in the global community.
With this I wish the PNA office and the PNA the very best as we step out into a future full of potential and promise.

God bless PNA!
Hon. Ben Semri, Minister for Fisheries
Papua New Guinea
