Prime Minister’s Speech at the PNA Presidential Summit, 

The Republic of Palau,

25 February 2010

Excellency, President Toribiong of the Republic of Palau

Fellow Heads of States and Governments 

Heads of delegations

Distinguished delegates

It is an honor and great privilege for me to be able to address this first ever Presidential Summit for PNA member countries which has been eloquently organized and hosted by the Government of the Republic of Palau. I therefore would like to take this opportunity to express my sincerest gratitude for the invitation and warm hospitality that has been extended to me and my delegation since our arrival in your beautiful country. Let me also thank you, Mr. President and your Government for convening this Summit here in Palau. I am confident that this Summit would be an opportunity for us PNA members to be able to consolidate our position in further harnessing our very own tuna resource and maximize the benefits from this resource. 

Today, I am very delighted that we have been able to convene this Summit which I believe is a result of our discussions during a lunch meeting which His Excellency the President of Palau kindly hosted in the margins of the UN General Debate last September. I congratulate you for your wisdom and foresight enabling us to gather here and start our deliberations on this very important issue. 
Mr. President,

In the recent years, PNA has developed into a major force in providing conservation and sustainable management measures toward the tuna fisheries in our waters as well as in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (or WCPFC) area. The recent establishment of the PNA Secretariat in January this year, in Majuro in the Republic of the Marshall Islands, further portrays our commitment toward the development of conservation and management of our fisheries, and of course, our commercial interests.  I am convinced that our commercial interests could only be achieved if we could work together in a more concerted effort. However, there are always challenges that we need to address and overcome given the nature of the tuna which are highly migratory and of course our rather diverse national positions. We also need to carefully explore possible ways where we could provide guidance for the future development and sustainable management of our tuna resources, to maximize our economic benefits. 

Despite the fact that distant water fishing nations have plied our waters and taken out countless tons of tuna species in the last 30 years or so, we have been mere spectators while our resources have been taken out under our own eyes. And to make it worse, we continue to receive very minimal returns from our fisheries resources. From the data that is now available, the value of the global fisheries industry is around USD 6 billion annually yet we, resource owners, only receive around USD100 million on an annual basis.

This is totally unacceptable. I am very mindful of the measures that we as PNA have crafted and which have been taken on board by ourselves and the WCPFC. I am sure that given time, we will see the fruits of the conservation and sustainable management measures that we have put into place. Hopefully, this will increase the level of returns we can receive from our tuna resources.

To move on from where we are now, it is absolutely necessary that we try to control how our fisheries resources are harvested and used in the global market. I noted that the PNA fisheries provide around a quarter of the global tuna market. This is a substantial quota that can provide opportunities for us to exploit, not only to our own benefits, but to the benefits of the fisheries industry in the Pacific. I am saying this on the understanding that if the fisheries industry can make a certain level of profits, then we as resource owners will also benefit. If, on the other hand, the fisheries industries cannot make profits, then we cannot also make any money. 

It is therefore important that when we consider future steps in controlling our tuna resources that we also try and strike a balance between ourselves, the industry and the global market as a whole. Only then can we have a win-win situation that should benefit us all. I suppose this will be a challenge for us to think seriously about in a strategic manner for the immediate future.

Tuvalu welcomes the idea of establishing a tuna cartel and supports it in principle, however, this is going to be the beginning of a very long process. I am confident that such a structure would put us in a situation where we can control the supply of tuna to the global market. For us, to control the supply of tuna in a global sense would also mean that we would be in a better position to control the price of tuna globally as well, which would eventually turn the advantage towards us PNA members. Such an approach would not necessarily mean that we need to follow the exact structure of OPEC for it may not be applicable to our situation. It is to my opinion that the PNA Secretariat and our Fisheries officials should be given the task of exploring options that truly reflect our unique situation in the Pacific.  We need to pursue this matter further and as quickly as possible so that we would be able to realize its implementation in the very near future.

Excellencies, 

In order for PNA to achieve the objectives that it has set for itself, it is absolutely important that we maintain our solidarity to meet the challenges ahead. We have been very successful in maintaining our collective unity in the past and I believe everyone in this Summit would like to see this continue well into the future. We should not allow ourselves to be disunited because that could spell disaster for PNA and of course, the future of the tuna fisheries in our waters.

On another but unrelated matter, I wish to seek your support to the candidature of Tuvalu’s candidate Hon. Elisala Pita to the position of Executive Director of the WCPFC. 
If I may Mr. President also take this same opportunity to seek your guidance and assistance in accessing employment opportunities for our workers from the Pacific in the build-up project of the US military base in Guam resulting from its relocation from Okinawa.
Let me now conclude by wishing all of us here the best in our deliberations and especially in how we are going to shape the future of the PNA. Once again thank you for the opportunity and for your attention and May God bless us all. 
Tuvalu mo te Atua

Delivered by : Hon. Apisai Ielemia, Prime Minister
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