
Fisheries importance to 
developing countries, in 

particular SIDS and States with 
small and vulnerable 

economies

Lara Manarangi-Trott

Presentation to the Kobe Workshop on RFMO 
Management of Tuna Fisheries

28 June 2010



Overview
� Terminology

� Developed vs. Developing
� Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
� Small Island Developing States and 

Territories (SIDS)
� States with small and vulnerable 

economies

• Some reasons why tuna fisheries are 
important to developing countries, 
particularly to SIDS and States with 
small and vulnerable economies?
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Map illustrating the areas of competence of the fiv e tuna RFMOs, from Manarangi-Trott, 
L. (2008), PhD Thesis, University of Wollongong, p5 2. 



also, not all developing countries are the 
same…

some are poorer and have a greater need for assista nce
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� The UN General Assembly maintains a list, 

which is reviewed every 3 years 

� Classification based on quality of life and 
economic measures including:

life expectancy at birth,            per capita calori e intake, 
population size,                                adu lt literacy, 

instability of agricultural production,
diversity of exports, 

% of GDP generated by manufacturing and service industri es
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Some Least Developed Countries are 
participants in tuna RFMOs…

Angola
Equatorial 

Guinea
Republic of 

Guinea

Mauritania
Sao Tome and 

Principle

Senegal

Vanuatu

Kiribati

Kiribati
Samoa

Solomon Is
Tuvalu

Vanuatu

Senegal

Comoros 
Eritrea

Madagascar
Sudan

Vanuatu

Maldives
Source: www. unohrlls.org/en/ldc/related/62/



Small Island Developing StatesSmall Island Developing States (SIDS)(SIDS)
51 SIDS globally51 SIDS globally

They are coastal States andThey are coastal States and ……
•• low lying and island nations low lying and island nations 
•• most are remote, small in land area and most are remote, small in land area and 

population (less than 1.5 million), population (less than 1.5 million), 
•• most have a very narrow resource most have a very narrow resource 

bases bases 
•• have fragile land and marine have fragile land and marine 

ecosystems that are highly vulnerable ecosystems that are highly vulnerable 
to natural disasters. to natural disasters. 

•• their economies are open and heavily their economies are open and heavily 
dependent on trade for national income dependent on trade for national income 

•• some are also some are also LDCsLDCs



Many SIDS are participants in 
tuna RFMOs

Belize, Vanuatu

Cook Islands, Kiribati

Belize, Comoros, Mauritius, Seychelles, 
Vanuatu

Maldives

Barbados, Belize, Cape Verde, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principle, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Vanuatu
Guyana, Netherland Antilles

Source: http://www.unohrlls.org/en/sids/44/



Cook Islands
Fiji

Federated States of 
Micronesia

Kiribati
Marshall Islands

Nauru
Niue

Palau
Papua New Guinea

Samoa
Solomon Islands

Tokelau
Tonga
Tuvalu

Vanuatu

American Samoa
CNMI

French Polynesia
Guam

New Caledonia
Wallis and Futuna

The majority of WCPFC The majority of WCPFC 
Members are SIDSMembers are SIDS



Within the Pacific Island region, a 
sub-category of 

smaller SIDS is also recognised…
Cook Islands     Kiribati     Marshall Islands

Nauru       Niue          Palau             Tuvalu

� Limited human and financial capacity

� Fragile and vulnerable environments
� Special and peculiar needs that should be 

recognised 
� Specialised assistance is required



Tuna RFMOs have also been asked 
to recognise…
Countries with small and vulnerable 

economies
� An additional sub-category of developing 

countries who are to receive particular 
consideration by tuna RFMOs

� Referred to in the Kobe2 course of actions

� Is understood to include:
� SIDS 
� LDCs, 
� some developing coastal States



In what ways are tuna fisheries 
important to developing 
countries? 

including to SIDS 

and 
States with small and vulnerable economies



� Fishing Sector is an important contributor 
to Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

� As much as 10% in Pacific Islands, excluding 
post-harvest activities

� Tuna fisheries are by far the most important 
fishery resource to the Pacific Islands

� Those Pacific Island countries with the lowest 
income tend to have the highest fisheries 
potential

� Transshipment and fish processing are 
also important activities to some

� These activities contribute significantly to local 
economies, where transshipment and unloading 
activities occur



� Fees paid by foreign-flagged vessels 
for fisheries access continue to 
remain important, although evolving

� All Pacific Island FFA members receive 
some form of access fee for fishing in their 
EEZs

� Value of access fees is estimated to have 
increased over the last 7 years (estimated 
to be by approx. 24%)

� Varies year to year based on value of catch, 
fuel costs, market prices and other factors…



� Other important fishery related revenues are:
� Fishing licenses to domestic or locally-based fleets
� Transshipment fees
� Company and personal taxation for those individuals 

involved in fisheries sectors
� Support industries for fisheries, such as provisioning

� Employment in fishing sectors is also 
important

� Large-scale tuna processing has a remarkable effect 
on level of direct employment

� Participation in subsistence fishing tends to be 
higher than direct employment in commercial 
fisheries sector



� Tuna fishery exports are very important
� For most Pacific Island Countries fisheries exports 

are more than half of all exports, and increasing in 
recent years

� Some Pacific Island Countries with close proximity 
to tuna fishing grounds export little or no tuna

� Tuna Fisheries are an important protein 
source

� Coastal Resources are reaching their limits
� Populations are increasing

� Improved fisheries management is likely to 
improve economic gains from tuna fisheries



To sum up…
� Developing countries differ from 

developed countries

� There are different categories of 
developing countries

� Fisheries are important to all 

� Sustainably managed tuna fisheries and 
securing a reasonable allocation of the 
fisheries resources is necessary for 
sustainable development of developing 
countries

� Because of their special circumstances and 
challenges, this is particularly important for “SIDS”
and “States with small and vulnerable economies”




